When, finally, the toeless stump of the left foot healed, an ulcer made its appearance on the plantar surface of the right foot, just posterior to the second, third, and fourth metatarso-phalangeal articulations, and in its progress involved with necrosis the first phalanges and the adjoining heads of the metatarsal bones.
Notwithstanding that the belief to a certain extent in the syphilitic character of the disease is disavowed, it is but just to give as near as possible the results of investigations on the subject, although they seem to point to some hereditary taint of the kind. One thing is certain, that the disease, from its peculiar manner of evolution, cannot be of a purely local character, but points beyond dispute to one of three pathological conditions : First, disease of the arterial system ; second, disease of the venous system ; and, third, to a vitiated condition of the blood itself. It can be neither of the first two, since any diseased condition of the vascular system sufficient to cause first in one extremity, and then in another (and that too with great regularity), so great a destruction of tissue, would undoubtedly be followed by constitutional disturbance of a marked character, which has been wanting throughout in this case ; and, moreover, it is not possible to conceive of a primary disease of the arterial or venous systems so limited in its nature, and, at the same time, so metastatic in its character.
Arguing, then, by exclusion, we are forced to look to the third condition for a solution of the difficulty, and following the same line of argument it seems almost beyond a doubt that the disease should be either strumous or syphilitic.
However, as has already been stated, the appearance of the other members of the family, and the history, as far as can be obtained, of the parents, are much opposed to the adoption of either theory. 
